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Joseph’s Brothers Go to Egypt (Genesis 42)

Main Point: God’s grace gives us the ability to do the right thing.
Key Verse: And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. - 2 Corinthians 9:8 NIV
Materials: A cup of water (about 2/3 full), an empty cup, and a straw.
Personal Connection:

· Say: Have you ever had to do something that seemed impossible? Maybe your parents asked you to clean your room. (It might seem impossible sometimes!) Maybe you had a really hard test to study for in school. These are difficult tasks, but not really impossible, even though they may seem that way. But what about loving your brother or sister when  they have done something really mean to you, or forgiving a friend who has hurt your feelings? What about God’s command to love others? Are you able to love others, unselfishly, ALL the time? Doing everything right all the time really does seem impossible for us.
Hands on Application:

· Say: I have a task for a volunteer. Who wants to help? Choose a volunteer.
· Say: I have two cups: one filled with water and one empty. Now, I need you to take some of the water from the full cup and put it in the empty cup. Sounds easy, right? The only condition is that you are not allowed to touch either of the cups or the water. Wait for volunteer to realize he cannot do it.
· Ask: So you can’t do it? What if I gave you a tool to help you? Give him the straw. He should be able to place the straw into the water, place his finger to cover the end of the straw, and carry the water to the next cup. If first volunteer can’t figure it out, allow another to try. For very small children, show them how to do it, and allow your volunteer to try it.
· Say: Now, does it seem easier to move the water? How did it feel when you had a task to do, but did not have the tools to accomplish it? Then what happened? I gave you something that enabled you to move the water. Thank your volunteer.
Group Discussion:

· Say: A lot of times, doing the right thing is a lot like having to move the water into the other cup. We just can’t do it by ourselves; we need something else to do it. This is where God’s grace comes in; it is the “straw” that enables us to do the task that God has given us.
· Say: Let’s read a couple of verses together to see how God enables us to do what is right. Read 2 Corinthians 9:8 and Titus 2:11-12.

· Say: Because of our sin nature, it is natural for us to want to do what is wrong instead of what is right. Think of Joseph when he saw his brothers after all the trouble they caused him. It would have been natural to have turned them away and let them starve..But because of God’s grace, he had mercy on them. He freely gave food to them because God had given freely to him. On our own, we are NOT ABLE to do what is right (Isaiah 53:6). Only through the grace that God gives us, are we ABLE do what is right.
Conversation with God (Prayer): Pray that your children will continue to ask God for his grace to enable them to do what is right, not what is natural.  Fill in the prayer journal and close in prayer.
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